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On view from August 4 through September 4, The Drawing Room is pleased to present the East End’s first solo 
gallery exhibition of work by Joe Zucker who has lived and worked in East Hampton since his move from New 
York City in 1982.  Throughout his five-decade career Joe Zucker has examined and broadened the meaning of 
“painting” through the use of unconventional materials including cotton balls, sash cord and industrial mops. 
Resisting being defined by a recognizable style, Zucker has instead developed each new body of work with a 
distinctive approach that consistently pairs his conceptual investigation with an emphasis on process, aesthetic 
refinement and a touch of irreverence.   
 
This exhibition presents a group of small gypsum and watercolor panels inset within the surface of the gallery 
walls. Created in 2010, the artist’s intricate 21st-century “frescos” of ships and classical architectural motifs 
derive from a system of ¼ inch grids scored into 12 inch square sections of sheetrock and articulated with 
touches of watercolor on the underlying gypsum. Beyond the flickering and nuanced textures that reveal 
Zucker's affinity for the modular structure of ancient mosaics, these works play with viewers' expectations and 
underscore his insistence on finding new ways to convert conventional easel painting through a modern 
idiom. Layers of meaning include inevitable allusions to both the resilience and fragility of civilizations and 
empires, past and present.   
 
Joe Zucker’s work has been presented internationally in solo and group exhibitions including the Whitney 
Biennial (1973, 1989, 1995) and the Venice Biennale XXXI and XXXXII (1980, 1986). Zucker’s work is 
represented in museum collections such as the The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York; the Museum of 
Modern Art, New York; the Whitney Museum of American Art, New York; The Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago; 
and Museum Ludwig, Cologne and Aachen, Germany, and Vienna, Austria. In September, the exhibition Joe 
Zucker: Scrolls will be presented at the Housantonic Museum of Art in Connecticut.  Later in 2017 Thames and 
Hudson will release a new monograph on the artist with essays by John Elderfield, Terry R. Myers and Alex 
Bacon and excerpts from an interview of the artist by Phong Bui.   
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Among the numerous awards Zucker has received are the Francis J. Greenburger Award (2003); American 
Academy of Arts and Letters Purchase Prize (1999); Pollock-Krasner Foundation Grant (1995); Walker Art Center 
Second Prize and Purchase Award (1968); and the Minneapolis Institute of Art First Prize and Special Jury Award 
(1965). 
 
Born in 1941 in Chicago, Illinois, Zucker attended Miami of Ohio University, later receiving his BFA and MFA 
from School of the Art Institute of Chicago in 1964 and 1966, respectively.  The artist lives and works in East 
Hampton, New York. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer hours:  Thursday through Monday 11 to 5 
    For further information and reproduction quality images, please contact Valerie Suter at 631.324.5016.  
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