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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Drawing Room in East Hampton is pleased to present Jack Youngerman: Recent Drawings, on view August 18 – September 26, 2005 organized in association with the Joan T. Washburn Gallery in New York.  This is the first Youngerman exhibition to feature a new series of rich colored pencil drawings that have evolved in the artist’s Bridgehampton studio over the past several years. 

Youngerman, who lives and works in Bridgehampton, was born in St. Louis, Missouri in 1926.  After completing his BA at the University of Missouri he took advantage of the GI Bill and in 1947, moved to Paris.  There, his art training encompassed studies at the École des Beaux Arts and extensive exposure to art history through coursework, museums, and travel in Europe and the Middle East.  Visits to the studios of Constantin Brancusi and Jean Arp and the discovery of the monumental cutouts of Matisse provided formative inspiration for the quintessential vocabulary of organic forms that defined his work beginning in the mid-1950s when Betty Parsons discovered his work and encouraged him to return to New York.  In 1956, Youngerman did make the move and settled in Coenties Slip where neighbors and friends included Robert Indiana, Jasper Johns, Ellsworth Kelly, Agnes Martin and Robert Rauschenberg.   

The carefully calibrated tension that first emerged in his work in the mid-1950s continues to characterize this current series of drawings.  Inspired by forms found in nature as well as in non-western art, Youngerman’s dynamic compositions in high-keyed colors have always been characterized by strong positive/negative and figure/ground relationships.  Now, these colorful explorations of symmetry and asymmetry are softened by the presence of fields of color that simultaneously contain and diffuse the forms they enclose.  Working extensively in colored pencil for the first time, Youngerman found the medium perfectly suited to achieve a range and depth of nuanced colors that suggested new compositional directions.  Working on images that began as studies for wood relief paintings, and building up the image surface with layers of three or four colors, led to a pulsating series of drawings that suggest the spiritual force of the natural world that Youngerman has continuously mined to generate work in all media – paintings, sculpture, reliefs and prints.   

Youngerman has been the subject of numerous museum exhibitions including a retrospective in 1986 at the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum.  Jack Youngerman: Folding Screen Paintings - an exhibition of folded screen paintings dating from the 1970s will be on view at The Parrish Art Museum through September 18.  His work is included in numerous museum collections, among them The Museum of Modern Art, The Art Institute of Chicago, The Whitney Museum of American Art, and The Corcoran Gallery of Art.  

For further information or reproductions, please contact Susan Papa at 631.324.5016 or info@drawingroom-gallery.com.

