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Jean Pagliuso: The Poultry Suite 
 

August 3 – September 18, 2006 
 
From August 3 through September 18, 2006, The Drawing Room in East Hampton is pleased to present 
two exhibitions:  Jean Pagliuso The Poultry Suite, photographic portraits of chickens, and The Garden on 
Paper, an installation of historical and contemporary drawings, plans and vintage photographs inspired 
by gardens and horticulture. The reception will take place on Saturday, August 12, from 5 to 7.  
 
Jean Pagliuso is a noted fashion and portrait photographer in New York who finds in her personal work a 
predilection for architectural monuments, temples, and most recently, poultry. This surprising subject is 
a result of her exploration of childhood memories of her late father’s lifelong hobby of raising chickens. 
Drawing upon her skills as a photographer of models and movie stars, Pagliuso has created a tour de 
force series of head shots and “full length” life size shots of white, black and variegated plumed birds.  
Pagliuso endows hens and roosters at once with glamour, nobility, arrogance and pathos.  The chickens, 
brought to the artist’s Chelsea studio by their agent-breeders from barnyards far and wide, appear to take 
the sittings seriously.  Working fast, the experienced Pagliuso catches the animated poses and profiles of 
these magnificent birds, even the seemingly shy bow-legged ones. 
 
The impact of this unique and striking series is furthered by the rich tonal range achieved by Pagliuso, 
who prints on thin, Thai mulberry paper washed with hand-painted silver emulsion. The effect evokes 
the 19th century photographic process used by Nadar in Paris, who produced searing portraits of 
Baudelaire, Atget, and other illustrious subjects by posing them in black cloaks of the day against simple 
backdrops such as the wall in his courtyard or his sky lit studio.  In her similarly stark settings, Pagliuso 
produces photographs through which the chickens show off with equal flourish their distinct attitudes 
and markings.  Velvety blacks and rich whites characterize the Bantams’ flared tails and ornamental 
coloring, the plump, proud White Cochins with their profusion of feathers, and the White Crested Polish 
which display hilarious and poignant personalities, endearing to behold.  
 
During earlier trips to Cambodia, India and Turkey, Pagliuso focused on ancient temples as well as the 
natural landscape enveloping some of the ruins in a collection of photographs she titled “Fragile 
Remains.” These images evoke a profound, romantic sense of loss of archeological monuments, 
repositories of human history. Jean Pagliuso has exhibited her work at the Marlborough Gallery in New 
York City and in galleries in Santa Fe, where she also lives and works part of the year. 
 
 

Hours:  Monday, Thursday-Saturday 10–5; Sunday 11-5. 
Please call 631.324.5016 for further information or reproductions. 

 
 
 


